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JOINT LEGISLATIVE HEARING ON FY2024 EXECUTIVE BUDGET: ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
February 9, 2023

Testimony of New York Thoroughbred Horseman's Association Executive Director, Will
Alempijevic and New York Thoroughbred Breeders Association Executive Director, Najja
Thompson on behalf of the We Are NY Horse Racing Coalition

To the Chairs and Members of the Joint Fiscal Committees:

We are writing to you today as co-founders and Executive Committee Members of We Are NY
Horse Racing, a coalition of small businesses, labor unions, non-profits, and trade associations
that recognize the importance of horse racing to the New York State economy.

Together, our organizations and the members of our coalition represent New Yorkers from up
and down — and all across — the state who understand that horse racing is a critical engine for
our economy. The truth horse racing runs through every corner of our state, from the farmhands
that work on hundreds of thoroughbred breeding farms in nearly every county of New York; to
the owners and trainers who race at Saratoga, Aqueduct, and Belmont; to the carpenters,
plumbers, electricians, painters, and operating engineers that keep the tracks functioning; to the
servers, cooks, bellboys, and other staff at hotels and restaurants that rely on the tourists who
flock to horse racing tracks.

On behalf of these thousands of New Yorkers, we write to showcase our strong support for the
project to modernize Belmont Park.

Altogether, the coalition has secured support from over 65 organizations for this project. The list
includes labor unions, small businesses, nonprofits, trade associations, and business leaders.
What brings them together is their understanding of how important the project to modernize
Belmont Park is. This project would ensure horse racing has a strong future downstate, provide a
boost to small businesses across New York, and safeguard the sport’s immense impact in
Saratoga for years to come.

To ensure our coalition’s voices are heard, we are submitting as part of our testimony the
following attached documents:

e [Letters of support for the Belmont Modernization project from:
o The Enterprise Association of Steamfitters Local 638;
o The International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW) Local 25;
o The North Atlantic States Regional Council of Carpenters Local 290;
o The International Union of Operating Engineers Local 30;
o The Plumbers Local Union 200;



o The Long Island Association;
o The Long Island Hispanic Chamber of Commerce; and
o Over one dozen local businesses in Saratoga Springs.

e A memo outlining the extensive list of groups that support the Belmont Park
modernization project.

We strongly urge you to support this project.
Please feel free to reach out with any questions.
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, Enterprise Association of Steamfitters Local Union 638
OF

STEAM, HOT WATER, HYDRAULIC, SPRINKLER, PNEUMATIC TUBE, COMPRESSED AIR, ICE MACHINE, AIR CONDITIONING
AND GENERAL PIPE FITTERS OF NEW YORK AND LONG ISLAND, A.F.L.-C.1.0O.

STEAMFITTERS LOCAL UNION 638 OF THE UNITED ASSOCIATION

January 20, 2023

Gov. Kathy Hochul
Executive Chamber
Albany, NY 12224

Governor Hochul:

We write on behalf of the 9,400 members of Steamfitters Local Union 638 as well as the several members
working at Belmont Park on Long Island to thank you for your support of horse racing and urge you to include
the Belmont modernization project in the upcoming State Budget. This project is an urgent economic
development imperative that would boost the state’s economy, create thousands of union construction jobs
for our brothers and sisters in the building and constructions trades, and secure the future of horse racing for
generations to come. :

Belmont Park has long been a jewel on Long Island, known the world over as the host for the third leg of the
Triple Crown. But, built in 1905 and last upgraded in 1968, Belmont is also one of the oldest sporting facilities
in the country — and its age is showing. Due to Belmont Park’s deteriorating condition, absence of modern
hospitality offerings, and lack of winterization, major events like the Breeders’ Cup have chosen to abandon
New York State.

The New York Racing Association, Inc. (NYRA), however, has a plan to transform Belmont into the new,
maodern facility that horse racing fans and our members deserve. This $455 million project requires support
from Albany for state-backed bonds but would be funded entirely by NYRA and would not use any taxpayer
funds.

Importantly, the project would generate $1 billion in construction-related economic impact and create 3,700
canstruction jobs. NYRA has a long history of working with organized labor and has committed to ensuring
that union members are employed building a new Belmont Park, as they are on all NYRA construction projects.
Once complete, the facility would create a recurring $155 million in annual economic impact for the region
and sustain 740 new full time jobs. A modernized Belmont Park would also strengthen the sport of horse
racing across the state, ensuring the security of our members’ jobs at Belmont for years to come.

We urge you to stand with organized labor and include the project to modernize Belmont Park in the state
budget.

Thank you for your immediate attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

N\

Daniel Mulligan
Business Manager

www.steamfitters638.org
27-08 40th Avenue, 4th Floor Long Island City, N.Y. 11101
Office: (718) 392-3420 Finances: (718) 392-4074 Fax: (718) 392-3855 oD






